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WINNER

JUSTIN IRIZARRY

Co-founder/CFO, OrthoNow

www.orthonowcare.com
3650 N.W. 82nd Ave., Suite 201, Doral 33166
(305) 537-7272
Hometown: Miami
Education: B.A., economics, Cornell University; M.B.A., management and
finance, The Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania
Career: VP, Scott-Macon, Ltd.

Professionally, what keeps you up nights? Insurance reimbursement rates
that don’t fully price value-based care, like the type OrthoNow provides.
What would be your second career? I would produce ’50s era-sounding
soul music, recorded on analog equipment for a very vintage and authentic
feel. I think that sound is uniquely American, entirely original, and has a
warmth and arrangement to it that you don’t hear in contemporary music.
If you could ask one business leader one question? I would ask Benjamin
Franklin how he was able to excel in everything he did, despite his
activities being so different from one another.

JOCK FISTICK

Personal note? I was a four-year varsity letter winner in baseball at Cornell
University, and I am a second-degree black belt in taekwondo.

FINALISTS

EDWARD PANELLA
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EUGENE HOLZER

Managing partner,
Ascendo Resources LLC

CFO, Hayes Locums
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www.hayeslocums.com
6700 N. Andrews Ave., Suite 600,
Fort Lauderdale 33309
(954) 617-9537
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www.ascendo.com
500 W. Cypress Creek Road, Suite 230,
Fort Lauderdale 33309
(954) 378-0001

Hometown: Deerfield Beach
Education: B.S.B.A., University of Florida;
master’s degree, accounting, Florida
Atlantic University
Career: Assistant corporate controller,
Gulfstream International Airlines;
corporate controller, Silver Airways

If you could ask one business leader
one question? I would ask Jeff Bezos:

What would be your second career?
I taught seventh-grade math for
two years. I would do it again in a
heartbeat.
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What would be your second career?
Going back to being a management
consultant, as I enjoy problemsolving and improving business
processes.
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Professionally, what keeps you
up nights? Managing the constant
growth of our operations and
[wondering] how long the overall
economy/job market will keep this
pace.
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Hometown: Stony Brook, New York
Education: Bachelor’s degree,
accounting, State University of New
York, Albany; M.B.A., finance and
management, New York University
Career: Account executive/division
director, Robert Half Management
Resources; practice director, The Mergis
Group; senior consultant, financial
management services, IBM; senior
consultant, PricewaterhouseCoopers;
financial analyst, Merrill Lynch; senior
auditor, Goldstein, Golub, & Kessler, CPA
(now RSM)

“What is your endgame?”
What did your mentor teach you?
Work ethic, work ethic, work ethic.
It is 80 percent of the battle to
achieving success. And a phrase I
use often: “Don’t settle for field goals
when you are on the five-yard line.”
Personal note? While in college, I
was on an MTV lip synch and dance
show – and won. Nowadays, I enjoy
running, golf and travelling with my
family.

If you could ask one business leader
one question? My grandfather owned
a successful commercial bakery. As
I got older, he started to teach me a
little here and there. On one visit,
he said: “Eddie, you need to come
up here for a week and I can show
you what it took for me to become
successful.” Later that year, he sent
me two newspaper clippings. One
was about the importance of the
master’s degree. The other was about
the most successful CEOs in America.
It featured headshots of each CEO.
Next to the last one, he drew a smiley
face, colored it in yellow, and wrote
my name below it. I immediately

had it framed. He passed away four
months later, on my 18th birthday.
I never got to spend the week with
him. Being able to spend that week
with him would exceed anything else
I could ask any other executive.
Personal note? About four years ago,
I lost 100 pounds through diet and
exercise, specifically CrossFit. Today,
I coach classes to help others reach
their fitness goals.

